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roads, automobile roads, telegraph wires, and telephone lines/'

Though he never answered or defended himself against
these journalistic fictions, he was often hurt and disgruntled.
" Do you know that when a university girl wandered into the
hills in back of Berkeley and was attacked by a tramp the
papers said it must have been Jack London?" Never once had
he been invited to the Press Club of San Francisco, but when
its members decided to build a clubhouse, they asked him to
contribute two thousand dollars; it is the only time he
derived pleasure from refusing a request.

Worse than these false and usually slanderous stories
printed about him were the articles and pamphlets dis-
tributed with his name as the author. A single printed sheet
called The Military Ideal caused him the most trouble."
"Young Man: the lowest aim in your life is to be a good
soldier. The c good soldier' never tries to distinguish
between right and wrong. If he is ordered to fire on his
fellow citizens, on his friends, on his neighbours, he obeys
without hesitation. If he is ordered to fire down a crowded
street where the poor are clamouring for bread, he obeys
and sees the grey hairs of age stained with red and the life
tide gushing from the breast of woman, feeling neither
remorse nor sympathy. A good soldier is a blind, heartless,
soulless, murderous machine."

The article is cleverly concocted, for in both sentiment
and language, it sounds startlingly like Jack. The United
States Army officers raised an uproar at the insult to its
enlisted men. Protests were lodged with Congress. The Post
Office Department decided they had a criminal case against
him for distributing the circulars through the mails. Jack's
vehement denial of authorship stopped the prosecution, but
attacks against him because of the "military canard"
hounded him until his death.

Doubles sprang up all over America, wearing his well-
known ranger's hat, bow tie, and sack coat, doubtless giving
rise to many of the newspaper yarns. They lectured in his
name, sold manuscripts purported to have been written by
him, led revolutionary forces against Diaz in Mexico, signed